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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-67 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Applicant's claimed invention differs from the prior art of record, because 
applicant claims a method of operating a computer device to process a document in a 
workflow system, the method in the computer device comprising: detecting when a 
document is at a place in a first workflow network that allows attachment of workflow 
networks associated with the document to the place of the first workflow network, the 
first workflow network specifying a plurality of operations to be performed on the 
document including a first operation and a second operation, the place occurring at a 
location in the first workflow network after the first operation and before the second 
operation is performed on the document; determining, when the document is at the 
place that allows attachment of workflow networks associated with the document, if a 
second workflow network specified by the document is permitted to be attached to the 
place of the first workflow network, the second workflow network specifying one or more 
operations to be performed on the document; and if the second workflow network 
specified by the document is permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow 
network, attaching the second workflow network to the place of the first workflow 
network such that the document is processed according to the second workflow network 
before returning, upon completion of processing of the document according to the 
second workflow, to the place of the first workflow network to continue processing of the 
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document according to the first workflow network before the second operation specified 
by the first workflow network is performed on the document wherein the first workflow 
network comprises a first Petri net and the second workflow comprises a second Petri 
net. 

This differs from the prior art of record in that the present invention determines if 
a workflow attachment is permitted to be placed in the network. Additionally the present 
invention operates in a Petri net and comprises a second Petri net, the insertion of a 
second network for document operations into a first network. The processes in the 
second network are completed to return to complete the process in the first network. 
The present invention also differs in the they are now exclusively used for the 
processing of document unlike other workflows which are used for production 
operations and the management of other workflow processes. Applicant also presented 
additional in remarks dated 6/12/2007. Therefore for the reasons presented above in 
addition to those reasons presented by the applicant. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of references cited (if appropriate). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M. Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
3906. Also any interview requests should be faxed directly to the examiner at (571 )- 
273-3906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571)272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, 
Art Unit 2145 



